The Negro Slave                        43 7

of the ripened cane was placed in the mill, in bundles tied with green,
red, or blue ribbons. Only then did the labor begin on these patri-
archal plantations. That was the way it had been ever since the
sixteenth century. As far back as Father Cardim's day that priest,
speaking of the plantation-owners, had observed: "They are ac-
customed, the first time they go to grind, to have the mills blessed,
and on that day they make a great feast, inviting those from round
about. The priest, upon being requested to do so, blesses some of
those present, a thing that is very much esteemed."81 The blessing of
the mill was followed by a banquet in the Big House, with revelry
and dancing by the slaves on the terrace, and the merrymaking would
last until dawn. At the banquet they would serve young calves, pigs,
hens, turkeys. All of this with the blessing of the Church, which,
however, did not officially number "among its rites an ecclesiastical
ceremony vulgarly known as the Litanies of May, which are nothing
more than prayers to God for a prosperous harvest." S2

When they felt death drawing near, the planters would think of
their goods and slaves in relation to their descendants, which meant
their sons in lawful wedlock. The wills that have come down to us
show the economic concern of the patriarchs thus to perpetuate their
property through their legitimate heirs. But occasionally, in opposi-
tion to this attitude, they also display a lively Christian sentiment of
affection toward bastards and Negro women. There is the last will
and testament of Jeronymo de Albuquerque, dated from Olinda, "on
the third day of the month of November in the year of the birth of
Our Lord one thousand five hundred and eighty-four"; and in this
document we find the following provision: "I order that there be
given to all my natural sons who are unmarried five hundred thousand
reis, to be divided among them fraternally." And, addressing himself
to the legitimate sons, the testator continues: "In the second place, I
commend to them all their natural Brothers and Sisters, and in this
regard let it be enough for them to know and understand that these
are my children. . . ." Concerned for the peace of his soul,
Jeronymo, great sinner that he was, then beseeches the "Virgin, Our
Lady, and all the male and female saints of the Court of Heaven that
when my soul leaves my body, they will conduct it it into the presence
of Divine Majesty." He goes on to petition "the Sr. Superintendent
and Brothers of the Santa Misericordia" to accompany his body "to
the Church which I have on my Plantation of Our Lady of Succor,
where I have my tomb." He then indicates the various ways in which
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